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it gave more information as to that Platonism with which Aris- 
totle 's theories are contrasted. What stage of the theory of 
ideas has Dr. Werner in mind, for instance? It would also, I 
think, have been better (at least for the reader who is not a 
specialist in the history of philosophy) if some attempt had 
been made to sift out what is valid from what is confused in 
Aristotle's thought. Dr. Werner does not try to give any co- 
herent explanation of what Aristotle meant by such terms as 
matter, form, and essence, his object being not so much to dis- 
cuss the notions themselves as to state the way in which Aris- 
totle actually connected them; much less does he make any 
serious effort to decide whether, and to what extent, what Aris- 
totle meant is true. 

S. Waterlow. 
Rye, England. 

The Philosophy of BrXhmaism, Expounded with Reference 
to Its History. Lectures delivered before the Theological 
Society, Calcutta, in 1906-1907. By Sittanath Tattvabhushan. 
Madras : Higginbotham & Co., 1909. Pp. xiv, 388. 

This is a book of great interest. It is an attempt to trace the 
historical development of Brahmaism and to connect it with 
modern philosophical conceptions, both Eastern and Western. 
The general philosophical position of the author is that of Hege- 
lianism, as interpreted by Green and Caird, to the former of 
whom in particular he pays a warm tribute of gratitude. A 
distinctive feature of his teaching is the importance which he 
attaches to the idea of immortality. On this point he connects 
himself with William James, being apparently unaware of the 
way in which the same idea has been emphasized by Dr. Mc- 
Taggart and other Hegelian writers. The last two lectures of 
the course deal with some practical applications of the writer's 
general doctrines to some of the most pressing problems of social 
reform in India, with special reference to the caste system and 
to the position of women. The chief interest of the book lies 
in the striking evidence which it affords of the approximation 
of Eastern and Western ideas to one another. It would seem 
that there is not much difference between the 'New Theology' of 
India and that of our Western peoples; and it is pleasant to 
think that they have arrived at the same results by different 
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paths and without any sacrifice of their own distinctive ideals. 
Few things could be of more happy augury for the future of 
the world's thought and life than such a coming together of 
the East and the West. 

J. S. Mackenzie. 
University College, Cardiff. 
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